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This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 19, 
asking me to convey to the President of Argentina, General Jorge R. Videla, 
your hope that he will grant "immediate' and general amnesty to those 
prisoners of conscience" alledgedly found in Argentine jails. 

Being aware of the seriousness and great importance of institutions 
such as the U.S. Catholic Conference, National Council of Churches and the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’Nai B'Rith, I am surprised at the erroneous 
Information stated therein. 

As President Videla himself said at a meeting granted to Rabbi Morton 
M. Rosenthal, in New York in September, in Argentina there are no political 
prisoners and much less "prisoners of conscience". There certainly are 
subversive delinouents. 


Freedom of conscience is a humanistic conception structured on 
e mutual respect for feelings and ideas through understanding and 
dialogue, but neither freedom nor conscience can exist within 
totally destructive nihilistic or anarchic ideas. 

The hope expressed by President Videla that Christmas would bring 
peace to our country still stands, even though Argentina continues to 
be tested by the terrorists as was seen in the atrocities committed by 
them during the last few weeks, which are beyond the comprehension of any 
normal human being. We have survived the worst of all ruthless terrorist 
assaults on our society and many brave citizens have given their lives to 
defend the values that make living worth while. 

Our government has taken all the necessary steps to defend the integrity 
of the Argentine family, without making distinctions of race or creed, and 
in that sense we coincide with those spiritual leaders, which like yourselves* 
see in Christmas and Chanukkah a time to reiterate our ^esire for peace. 

Finally, I would like to join you in your prayerful hope that the - , 
spirit of this season enlightens those who promote and use violence to change / 
the essence of our national beliefs urging them to return in peace to the 
Argentine family. . , 



